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01 -- ALMOST A SUCCESS -- By J. B. Chapman
I have seen a man who was converted in his early youth and thought then he
should give himself to the ministry. But while going to school he became somewhat
uncertain and has been tossed about in regard to his work in life all these years. He
is a good man, a sincere man, a competent man. In fact he has nine-tenths of the
qualifications regarded as necessary for the ministry, and he has almost
succeeded. If he had possessed a few more desired qualities, or if he had
possessed such qualities as he has in a little more outstanding degree, or if he had
given himself a little more whole-heartedly and constantly to the task, he might
have been a useful and happy pastor right now. But as it is, his situation is pathetic.
He is past fifty years of age and yet his apprenticeship is incomplete. He is not sure
what he should do, nor 'is his opportunity pressing. While he has been casting
about, those in search of pastors have been thinking also, and now they are as
uncertain about him as he is about himself. He may find his place yet l but to say
the least, his present situation is a trying one. And from the point of view of the
observer, the fact that he is almost a success makes his apparent failure the more
pitiable. If he had been utterly unfitted there would almost be consolation in the
great distance by which he fell short. But to be "so near and yet so far" is a sight to
make good men weep.
But it strikes me that there is danger that any of us shall be content to
approximate success. If the church does not actually die on our hands we are
tempted to feel that the situation is "not too bad." And if we are tolerated and
allowed to continue on, even in the days of our youth and early maturity, we feel
that there is really nothing to be anxious about. But age is creeping on.
Opportunities are passing. Reasons why others should show us charity are
becoming fewer, and if we do not do more than "almost succeed" pretty soon, we
shall find ourselves gradually moving toward the rear pews and the devil will tempt
us to bitterness and self-reproach. He will seek to take our crown and then to
destroy our souls.
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02 -- EDITORIAL NOTES -- J. B. Chapman
If you have a high budget or any other difficult task, get at it early and keep at
it unlaggingly -- this is the genius that wins.

The preacher is nine-tenths of the program. Some preachers always have a
slow-moving, formal church. Some always have a zealous, fiery people. The
preacher largely creates the atmosphere. And say what you will, it is remarkable
how much a people will do and how easily they will do it in an atmosphere of
pentecostal power and zeal.
It is proper and right that the preacher should know "where he is going" as a
matter of order in service. But it is a mark of deterioration for the meeting to be so
obviously "programmed" that any outburst of spontaneity spoils it. A preacher put
it this way, "I always go to the church with a definite program, but that program is
subject to revision on short notice. I always go to the pulpit with a sermon plan well
wrought out. But if the atmosphere of the meeting indicates a different course, I am
willing and glad to follow the immediate leading of the Spirit."
It is said that John Wesley sat by a Quaker in the meeting, and the Quaker
asked, "Do you plan to speak if the Spirit moves you?" Wesley answered, "I plan to
speak that the Spirit may move me." And it has often been noticed that God directs
the man who is on the move quite as often as He does the man who is only just
ready to move. It has often been demonstrated that an automobile can be much
easier steered while on the go than while standing still.
Some men would go to the pulpit empty and uncertain that the Spirit may
lead them in the course they should take. But a more successful plan is to go well
filled and as well directed as possible in order that the Lord may lead. Experience
has shown that God more frequently leads the preacher who is prepared than the
one who is not.
We are blessed, we think, with considerable credulity, but we have never yet
been able to fully accept the idea that the church is dead and cold and unspiritual,
while the preacher is on the mountain top. That is, if that preacher has been with
that church very long. For it would seem that the preacher would either convert the
church or the church would backslide the preacher.
Better enlarge the item for books in your budget for the new year. For a
carpenter can as well work without tools as a preacher without books. And there
are few men who are such mechanics that they. can build a house with only an ax, a
hammer and a drawing knife. There are some parts of the work that require more
refined tools.
And as you plan for the new year, plan to go 'into the work with all your
might, not sparing yourself. But plan also for a suitable vacation, and make it a rest,
not merely a change. My observation is that the preacher who never takes a
vacation does inferior work. Either quality must prevail or quantity. Both cannot
hold the pre-eminence very long.

Lately I have compelled myself to keep a good book at hand all the time. This
is not for the purpose of becoming a "book worm," and of neglecting important
business just in order to read. But I keep the book as a guaranty against a waste of
time. I read it whenever I am compelled to wail a little on a train or street car or on
the preparation of a meal or upon a friend who is a few minutes late to an
appointment. I am not the fastest of readers, and yet have been surprised to find
that it takes three or four fair sized books to furnish me with this leisure reading for
the week. In fact it has come to where I do most of my reading in what might easily
be waste time.
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03 -- SOME GREAT PREACHERS I HAVE KNOWN -- By A. M. Hills
C. J. Fowler
I began to be invited to speak in campmeetings the first summer after the
publication of "Holiness and Power" in 1897. Of course I came in contact with Dr. C.
J. Fowler, who was then the president of the National Holiness Association, and had
been for some time. I saw at once that he was a king among men, and even among
the campmeeting preachers. He was easily first of them all.
"He belonged," writes George McLaughlin, "to the second generation of
holiness evangelists. He came on the stage of action just as the pioneers of the
movement had passed off, or had retired from active life. McDonald, Wood, Lowrey,
Hughes and their contemporaries had about laid their armor down, and were
basking in the glories of the setting sun. The second generation included some
remarkable men -- Carradine, Morrison, Rees and his wife, Huldah, McLaughlin,
Smith, Walker, Robinson, Huff and others were proving no mean successors of the
pioneers. Dr. Fowler was among them, and became the third president of the
National Holiness Association, which position he nobly adorned for about a quarter
of a century.
"He was a man of rugged character, like the native mountains among which
he was cradled in his New England home. He had a remarkable, logical mind; If he
had chosen the law, we have said many times, he would have sat on the judicial
bench. His preaching was, like Finney's, baptized logic mightily fired with the
energy of the Holy Spirit. We have seen congregations moved like the trees of the
forest in a storm, under his wonderful climaxes.
"One of the ecclesiastics of his denomination who was not at all in sympathy
with the doctrine of holiness, once said to us in commenting on his irresistible
logic, that 'Fowler with his inexorable logic, would damn half the church, and the
other half would feel that they did not have much chance.' While this was not a fair
representation of the spirit of Dr. Fowler, it was acknowledgment of the force of his

sanctified logic that swept much opposition off its feet, and led people who came to
scoff to remain and seek salvation from all sin."
He inherited the logical mind from his father, Judge Fowler. He was the
youngest of four children. In his early life he was far from God, and was embarked
on a course of life that would have brought him, no doubt, to an early end. But he
was wonderfully converted. It was such a marked change as to cause much
comment. His educational advantages were few. He attended none of the higher
institutions of learning except for a very brief time. He was a self-made man. God
gave him some rare endowments of pulpit delivery. He went to preaching almost
immediately after his conversion, and great revivals that gathered hundreds into the
fold of Christ were the immediate results of his efforts. He was called "the New
England evangelist." After a few years of successful revival effort, he took the
pastorate. And in the midst of a successful pastorate, he was entirely sanctified.
Always in love with spiritual and revival movements, and always of a candid
and open spirit in search of truth, he was arrested by a holiness convention in a
neighboring church of his own denomination. He attended and examined the work.
At first he was disposed to criticize, and expressed himself openly as a critic. As he
left the church one afternoon, after he had openly expressed his criticism, and was
walking the street, a voice said to him, "Those men have something that you do not
have. If it had been you, you would have struck back, but they did not." He replied,
"Well, then, I will have what they have." He announced himself to his own church as
a seeker after entire sanctification. He took a humble attitude before the men of his
own church, and the next night about two o'clock the blessing came. He testified of
it publicly and privately. From that hour his wonderful pulpit power increased. It led
him to an evangelistic life from ocean to ocean. In the great centers of population;
in the great campmeetings of the country; at the general conferences o[ the M. E.
Church, he preached holiness. He went as a flaming evangel, and multitudes were
saved and sanctified under his mighty, Unctuous preaching. Like Inskip, he never
retired, but died in the harness. He died at the close of a great campmeeting, where
he was urging the church to seek the fullness of the blessing of the gospel of
Christ.
I was his companion preacher in quite a number of meetings, often by his
own invitation. I found him very sensitive to the spiritual atmosphere in which he
preached. Once, in the middle of his sermon, he was so impressed by the presence
and opposition of the powers of darkness, that he abruptly ceased preaching, and
called the saints to prayer for 'the Holy Spirit to come with prevailing power. They
cried mightily to God; then he arose from his knees, and finished his sermon with
power.
It was between my second and third visits to England that he was invited to
officiate at the great Easter Convention at Star Hall, Manchester. Miss Crossley and
Miss Hatch, who convened and managed the assemblies, were greatly impressed
by his manner of preaching, as "peculiarly adapted to reach the English people." It

was a great compliment for them. to give; as they had been trained and their tastes
formed by the reverent, dignified and noblest pulpit orators of the world. Against
those just rules of pulpit decorum, Dr. Fowler never sinned.
On my third visit to England I procured a pamphlet which was published in
Manchester. It was prepared by Dr. Fowler on the subject, "How to Keep
Sanctified." Whether it was ever used here, I know not. I shall quote from it largely
in this article, both to reveal to students his style, and also to elucidate a most
important theme, from a master in Israel.
How To Keep Sanctified -- God-Kept
"Nothing is clearer in the Word of God, and in the experience of his people,
than the fact of. salvation from sin. This is not only true, but this salvation may be
permanent. It must be constantly and unbrokenly kept. More than this, the power
and blessing of this salvation may ever increase. Bless God!
"Still it ix true that this salvation may be lost. This beautiful experience may
be snatched away. Indeed, one may become a real and an awful backslider from
even so great a grace. This is clearly taught in Scripture, and in the experience of
people all around us.
"These opposite truths should cause people both to rejoice and yet to
tremble; to take heart and yet to take heed. The fact that salvation may be lost
should put all on their guard.
No Experience Sustains Itself
"We have all heard the statement, and most of us have made it, 'Get holiness
and it will keep you.' This has been said to people who have been tempted to think
that if 'they would get sanctified they could not keep it.
"In saying to such, 'If you get sanctified it will keep you,' we have intended to
state what was true; but the fact is it is not just so. No experience keeps an
experience. We are not sustained in a state of salvation" by that state, but by Him
who gave it to us.
"That the experience of holiness places one in a safer place, and girds him
with an added power, is unmistakably true; but it does not keep one. Experience
may properly be called it. Some object to our teaching sanctification as a 'blessing';
they prefer to speak of the 'Blesser,' rather than the blessing, of Him instead of it.
There is truth here mixed with confusing error. Sanctification or holiness is an 'it.'
'Faithful is he that calleth you who also will do it.' But this blessing is from the
Blesser, the 'it' from the 'Him:

"For keeping, we must look beyond the gift to the Giver. One is not kept
sanctified by sanctification, but by the Sanctifier. Peter: 'Kept
by the power of God.'
I. Life demands attention.
"Physical life demands attention. However powerful and promising, it does
not sustain itself. Here is a young man of splendid form and force. He has broad
shoulders, strong limbs, straight back, good blood. In a word, he is well. Is this
splendid life of his self-sustaining? Is his health to continue just because he has it?
Let this strong young fellow ignore certain laws that condition the continuance of
those powers, and see how long his strength and quickness of step will remain with
him. Let him neglect sleep, food and exercise, and see how soon he is as weak as
any other man who boasts of no strength.
"As there is an outer man, so there is an inner man. There is a spiritual as
truly as a physical, and it too needs attention. Life is a tenacious thing and allows
no interference without protest. Take the form of life as seen in a dog. To protect
itself against violence, it will bite and fight to the bitter end. Take man, he does the
same. He is justified in taking even the life of a fellowman who seeks to encroach
upon the liberty of existence which belongs to him. This is simply saying that life is
sensitive, insistent, exacting, resentful and resourceful that it may be protected.
This is nature. It is just the expression of the great law governing intelligent life.
"But no life is comparable to the spiritual. It does not give itself up easily, and
He who gives it and seeks to conserve it does not retire at once from the soul at the
approach of danger. Therefore we believe that spiritual declension and death do not
come suddenly. They are reached by a downward going, more or less gradual. If
spiritual food and spiritual rest and spiritual exercise be lost sight of or ignored,
then declension follows, which, if not rallied from, ends in final death. The soul
needs care for spiritual preservation.
"II. Spiritual life, if it be maintained and developed, demands stated private
prayer.
"Prayer is the language of love, loyalty and dependence. If one loves another
he seeks communion with that one. He finds his heart going out in genuine loyalty,
and finds, also, that this person in the affections is no inconsiderable factor in the
life.
"The young people, genuinely loving each other, want, and should want to be
much alone, with no company save themselves. We are dwelling upon true
affection, as it exists among the true and pure. Love demands the quiet and secrecy
of one heart. So the heart that carries love for the divine Bridegroom demands the
quiet and secrecy of private prayer.

"Family and social prayer are not private prayer. We do not believe that
holiness people are lacking in those things. One will go far to find a holiness man or
woman who does not practice family prayer, and as to social prayer, prayer in the
church circle, they are not at fault there. But when it comes to closet prayer, we are
forced to the conclusion that great fault lies at our door. In the closet the battle is
lost or won. The battle, alas! too frequently seems to be lost. Who but grieves that
so many need to come up to our meetings for repairs.
"Do not misunderstand me. We are not deploring the coming, if there is a
demand for it; but we grieve that the demand exists. This repair business is so
prevalent that our minds have been occupied with a study of the secrets of this
situation, and we are forced to the conviction we are stating.
"Astounding as the statement may seem to be, we are forced to make it, that
many holiness people do not practice secret prayer! And that is a secret, if not the
secret, of the failure in personal experience and incompetence in Christian service.
"We do not mean that there is nothing that passes for this kind of prayer.
There is a saying prayers, as at the bedside at night, or at some hurried, well-nigh
begrudged time in the day, but it does not have the value that warrants it being
called private prayer. Such exercises are hurried and brief, and finally become
formal. There will be excuses enough for this, and some of them may seem
reasonable, but the end is weakness, if not death.
"Not a few people who read these lines know that, painful as it is, we are
speaking the truth. If the causes are many, all 'the greater is the need el private
prayer.
"God is no respecter of persons; but God has great respect for conditions.
He would give grace, and that constantly to all, but does not, because He cannot.
Isaiah asserts that 'They that wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength.' Do we
covet such strength? Then let us not forget it is given to those 'that wait upon the
Lord:
"But does some tempted heart ask, 'Is not this strenuous? Is not this making
a life of holiness a task and a burden? Yes, if love knows such a thing! Did the true
heart ever find the evening walk too long, or the quiet chat a burden, or the time
given to plans for the future a drudgery? Then is Christian love overtaxed in time
given to prayer -- talking with God?
"III. How shall we protect our souls at all hazards from these necessary
interruptions? This is a vital and practical question with many who read these lines.
We have no right to demand no interference with our prayer-time, for such
interference is often necessary. But the demand of our soul-life found a way. It was
to do as at times our Lord did -- have the prayer hour before which the church, as
such, has fathered and fostered.

"The holiness movement is made up, with the rarest exceptions, of church
members; and reliable holiness associations demand that their members be related
to some church. Yet no denomination of Christians formed this movement, and no
denomination looks after it. It exists independently of all, and in many cases it
exists notwithstanding the wishes of many to the contrary. [John Wesley well-nigh
started this movement, and the Church of the Nazarene now stands for it. So Dr.
Fowler's words must be modified a bit.] 'We were not sanctified by regular means
and methods of the church, but by the means and methods of the movement itself
outside of any church.
"c. Therefore to abide we must honor the holiness movement. The Spirit of
God would have the method sustained which He has providentially instituted to
carry on this work. The regular ministration of the pulpit and prayermeeting should
be giving attention to this, and should secure these results. But, if they do not, God
will have it done by other means, as He is now doing in the holiness movement.
"This means that we need to support this work by our prayers, sympathy, and
outward activity in attending its meetings, and in the giving of our money. We do
not mean that we should withdraw these from our own church and denomination,
but we do mean that we should honor and help the movement which God used to
get us sanctified, and do it in ways of practical value.
"Facts are abundant in the personal history of multitudes that prove the
position we are taking. In the several decades of this movement a great many
people have come forward at holiness meetings as seekers of the experience of
entire sanctification, and a great many ministers and laymen of our churches have
claimed the blessing, and evidently for a time have enjoyed it. But only for a time.
Our close and wide observation for twenty-five years has convinced us that this
failure has been largely due to a failure to be identified with the movement itself -- a
failure to be n avowed and recognized holiness witness and advocate. We know of
no person who has kept a ringing testimony to this grace outside of those who have
been open and constant advocates and defenders of this faith. We do not mean that
they have necessarily been members of any holiness association, but we do mean
that they have been identified with the holiness people, and the movement as such.
"d. Holiness literature is essential to the holiness movement. There are two
reasons for this:
"1. A general church organ cannot be an advocate of a particular church
interest. For instance: A church paper cannot devote itself to missions, or to
temperance, or to church extension, etc. Not that the church paper does not favor
these, for it does, and advocates them. But it cannot devote itself to them, because
its work is of necessity, general. Hence the church has separate organs,
representing all these interests, missions, extension, temperance, etc.

"2. A church paper cannot devote itself to holiness teaching if it would, for
reasons that we have cited, and some church papers would not do so if they could.
This is our second reason for stating that holiness literature is a necessity. [We
must read between the lines here. Dr. Fowler was a Methodist, and the papers of his
own denomination were often against his noble work of spreading holiness. Thank
God, the Church of the Nazarene has a church organ, the Herald of Holiness, which
is devoted, heart and soul, to the cause of holiness!] We need help to get and keep
salvation. Though the eunuch had the written Word to read, he groped in the dark
till a human helper was sent to him. God has appointed a ministry and commanded
them to "preach the Word." And these ministers must have hearers, which involves
attendance upon the preached Word, and attention to it, and a diligent use of the
means of grace.
"VII. We need, furthermore, to be forearmed against temptation, by
remembering its great purpose in our probation. James utters a startling word when
he says, 'Count it all joy when ye fall into divers temptations.' But he gives a reason
for this strange exhortation: 'The trying of our faith worketh patience.' Temptation is
a process of discipline. There is no substitute for it in developing our spiritual
nature, whether it be the testing that God directly brings (Heb. 1:17), or the
soliciting to evil that comes from the devil, which God allows. The fact is the same;
it is all for our spiritual bettering, 'in order that we might be partakers of his
holiness' (Heb. 12:20).
"It is possible to stand. If indwelt by the Holy Spirit; and girded by the whole
armor of God, God will not suffer us to be tempted above that we are able to bear,
but will provide a way of escape (Eph. 6:11-16). 'Above all taking the shield of faith.'
By this we get salvation; by this we keep it. God is solicitous that we continue in
sanctification; therefore He has provided for our keeping (Jude 24).
"'Stand then, in His great might,
With all His strength endued;
But take to arm you for the fight
The panoply of God;
That having all things done,
And all your conflicts passed,
You may o'ercome through Christ alone,
And stand complete at last.'"
The thoughtful student will note that Dr. C. J. Fowler was intimately
acquainted with the deep things of God. He will further be impressed by the
sobriety and solemnity of his discussions. I heard him preach perhaps fifty times,
and I cannot recall that he ever provoked a smile. He was God's mighty
ambassador, on business for his King, with heaven or hell as the issue. He had no
time to play with the risibilities of his audience. Follow him, as he followed Christ!
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04 -- STUDIES IN THE SERMON ON THE MOUNT -- By Olive M. Winchester
A Call To Prayer (Matt. 7:7-12)
"They who seek the throne of grace
Find that throne in every place;
If we live a life of prayer,
God is present everywhere."
-- Holden.
From the admonition to refrain from censorious judging on the one hand, and
to exercise moral discrimination on the other, the discourse carries us on to a
paragraph on prayer. We have noted before that the connection in this chapter is
not always apparent, but we may have here an underlying current which would
establish a relationship. The tasks before us in the preceding injunctions are not
easy ones. To keep the spirit pure and free from the bitterness from which
censoriousness proceeds requires prayer, and to properly exercise moral judgment
also demands prayer, so the command to Ask, and it shall he given you; seek, and
ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you," may be closely related to the
foregoing. As in other needs of our life so in these special instances should we
seek the throne of grace and "live a life of prayer."
In meditating upon our passage then the first thought which impresses itself
on our mind is the fact that the command is given to ask, seek and knock. If we had
been told that in time of need in the various phases of our life, we might have the
privilege of coming in prayer, that would have been blessed, but there is an
imperative note here. Moreover it is a command that has continuity to it, for the
Greek uses the present tense which conveys more particularly kind of action than
time, and has the force of continued or repeated action. Our heavenly Father is
never wearied with our coming. He bids us ask, and keep on asking, seek and
continue to seek, knock and knock again.
Not only is the thought of the call to prayer found in this passage, but it is
reiterated in the teaching of Jesus. We have the familiar passage, "If two of you
shall agree on earth as touching anything that they shall ask, it shall be done for
them of my Father which is in heaven" (Matt. 18:19). Here the promise dominates
more than the call, but underlying is the idea of the duty and call to prayer. Likewise
in the Gospel of John, we find similar passages. At first they, like the verse just
quoted from Matthew, contain as the dominant factor, the promise or assurance
that what we ask will be granted to us, but they culminate in a command. Thus we
read: "And whatsoever ye shall ask in my name, that will I do, that the Father may
be glorified in the Son. If ye ask anything in my name, I will do it" (John 14:13, 14).
Practically the same promise is reiterated in 15:16. Then in 16:23 once more the
promise is given followed by the command, "Hitherto have ye asked nothing in my
name: ask, and we shall receive, that your joy may be full!" Thus ye see that the

command to ask is a general one as well as a particular one and is not limited to
any specific instance even though some special passages may relate to specific
instances, and furthermore it is important otherwise it would not be repeated so
often.
Before leaving this particular point, we should note that always in out asking
we recognize that what we ask is in the sense of a favor to be granted. Sinful man
and also man redeemed hag no claim as of right against Deity. The only plea that
anyone can bring is the all atoning work of Jesus Christ. Thus it is that the verb
used in these commands and also promises is the Greek word which means to ask
as a favor. While we are bidden to come, we should recognize that it is through
grace and grace alone that we may come.
"O Thou, by whom we come to God,
The Life, the Truth, the Way,
The path of prayer Thyself hast trod;
Lord, teach us how to pray."
-- Montgomery.
Closely entwined with the call to prayer is the promise. This we have seen in
the parallel quotations, and it appears even in the verse itself of our text. Then as if
to make it the more indisputable, there is a further promise added, "For every one
that asketh receiveth; and he that seeketh findeth; and to him that knocketh it shall
be opened." The command is bulwarked by the promise. When we come and ask,
we need not fear lest our petition may not gain an audience, we are repeatedly
assured that it will. How much comfort and consolation this brings to our hearts!
What rest of faith should it produce in our souls! There may be times when it seems
that answer has been denied, but that should not deter us in our persistency in
prayer and trust in the promises. In fact the several verbs here would seem to
anticipate such circumstances. As one has said, "When conscious of God's
presence, 'ask'; when He is hidden, 'seek'; when His door is shut, 'knock'!" Often
the "vision is for the appointed time," and we are to tarry and wait for it. The Lord
has His own times and seasons, and we are to trust and believe.
"God answers prayer; sometimes, when hearts are weak,
He gives the very gifts believers seek.
But often faith must learn a deeper rest,
And trust God's silence when He does not speak;
For He whose name is Love will send the best.
Stars may burn out, nor mountain walls endure,
But God is true, His promises are sure
For those who seek."
-- Author Unknown.
In order that we may understand the better how God answers prayer, analogy
is drawn for us. A series of questions is asked. "Or what man is there of you, whom

if his son ask him for a loaf, will give him a stone; or if he shall ask for a fish, will
give him a serpent? If ye then, being evil. know how to give good gifts unto your
children, how much more shall your Father who is in heaven give good things to
them that ask him?" (R. V.) In the Gospel of Luke the entire passage that we have
discussed thus far is prefaced by the parable of the friend at midnight. Laidlaw in
developing a sermon from the parable used as a theme, "How to Pray, and How God
Answers Prayer." Then in enlarging on the second part, he lays down the promise
that God answers as man answers, and continues, "That is how God will answer
prayer, as certainly as man; nay much more -- as well as man; nay much better.
Take man at his worst, as a churlish neighbor at an unseasonable hour petitioned
on behalf of a stranger; he will take the trouble because he is importuned. Will God
not be infinitely better than that when you ask Him? Take man at his best, a father
petitioned by his own child for his daily bread, and fish, and egg. Can you conceive
anyone so inhuman as to give instead a base counterfeit of stone, or serpent, or
scorpion? Impossible. And shall we conceive so basely of the Lord in heaven, our
God and Father, as that instead of an answer to prayer we should be referred to a
natural law, and instead of a gift from above, we should have but the inward
exercise of a mistaken sentiment? Is God not so able as man, nor so wise, nor so
good, that He cannot or will not answer His petitioners?"
"All fathers learn their craft from Thee;
All loves are shadows cast
From the beautiful eternal hills
Of Thine unbeginning past."
-- Selected.
In making the comparison and drawing the analogy, the thought stresses the
natural human sympathy of man and his love for his own. Man out of his natural
heart is moved with compassion to give the daily requisites to his children. If
therefore man still evil, still without the impelling power of divine love will gladly
give, how much more would a man in whom the love of God dwells, and over and
above that how much more will our heavenly Father "give good gifts unto his
children?" What confidence we may have that lie will answer our prayers!
With the call to prayer, the promises and assurances attending the call, and
the accompanying analogy, we have a strong encouragement in prayer. But
answers to prayer are not without the fulfillment of conditions on the part of the
petitioner. In other contexts other conditions are stipulated, but here we have laid
down the requisite of right relations with our fellowman. "All things therefore
whatsoever ye would that men should do unto you, even so do ye also unto them:
for this is the law and the prophets." We have not been in the habit of associating
the Golden Rule with answers to prayer, but the word, "therefore," here would
indicate that such an association should be made. It is an inferential conjunction
drawing its conclusion from the preceding. The thought then would be, "if you wish,
therefore, to receive answers to your prayers according to the promises given, and
as a heavenly Father desires to bestow upon you, take heed that you deal

compassionately with your fellowman, that' you treat him as kindly and as
considerately as you yourself would wish to be treated."
Among ethical precepts, the Golden Rule stands pre-eminent. As a brief,
succinct compendium of conduct of man toward man it is unsurpassed. There have
been some sayings like unto it, but none that equal it. In a rapid survey Smith gives,
some of the predecessors of the Golden Rule. He begins with a rabbinical proverb.
Relating the circumstances, he says, "It is told, for example, of Hillel that once when
a Gentile, making jest of the rabbinical law with its multitudinous precepts,
promised to embrace the Jewish faith if he would teach him the law while standing
on one foot -- a proverbial phrase for doing a thing quickly and easily -- the gentle
rabbi answered, 'What is hateful to thyself, do not to thy neighbor. This is the whole
law, and the rest is commentary.' It is told also of Aristotle that, being asked, 'How
we should behave to our friends; he replied, 'As we would wish them to behave to
us! In view of such parallels unbelievers in St. Augustine's day denied the
originality of the Golden Rule; and so did the historian Gibbon, alleging a maxim of
the Greek orator, Isocrates, 'What angers you when you experience it at others'
hands, this do not to others.' But in truth there is a wide difference. Aristotle's
maxim had to do merely with behavior to one's friends, and those of Hillel and
Isocrates were negative: 'Do not to others what you would not have them do to you.'
But our Lord's rule is positive: .'Do to others whatsoever you would have them do
to you'; and this is an immeasurably larger requirement. No teacher had ever said
the like; and it is very remarkable, proving how hard His disciples found it, that
when we pass from the Gospels to the early literature of the Church, we read there
invariably not His Golden Rule but the negative precept: 'All things whatsoever thou
wouldst not have done to thee, do not thou to another.'"
Not in this passage alone, however, do we find the association of the
relations of brotherhood between man and man as a condition of answer to prayer.
Already in our Sermon on the Mount we have noted the command, "If therefore thou
art offering thy gift at the altar, and there rememberest that thy brother hath aught
against thee, leave there thy gift before the altar, and go thy way, first be reconciled
to thy brother, and then come and offer thy gift." Moreover we recall the exhortation
that we are to love our enemies, not simply our neighbors, if we are to be children
of our Father who is in heaven." In consequence we see that there is a very close
connection between our attitude and conduct toward those around us and the
answers to prayer we receive. If we are failing to obtain that for which we are
pleading, would it not be wise for us to consider 'how we have treated our brother?
Do we need to ask his forgiveness? Have we been lacking in sympathy and
lovingkindness? Changing one word (things to men) in the concluding verse of the
Ancient Mariner, we might say:
"He prayeth best who loveth best,
All men both great and small,
For the dear God who loveth us,
He made and loveth all."

-- Coleridge.
In homiletical material this passage is rich. The first verse (Matt. 7:7) might be
used as a text, and the theme could be, "How to Pray," with the three words, ask,
seek, knock as the main divisions. Then verses 8 and 9 might also be a text, the
theme being, "Answered Prayer Assured," with divisions, assured on the basis of
God's Word, on the basis of human experience, on the basis of the lovingkindness
of our heavenly Father. Finally the Golden Rule might constitute a text with the
theme, "Brotherly Kindness." The first divisional head, then would follow -measured by what we desire to be reciprocated, second, its relation to the law and
the prophets and third, its necessity for answered prayer.
His Faithfulness
He views thee in thy day of rejoicing and thy day of sorrow. He sympathizes
in thy hopes and in thy temptations; He interests Himself in all thy anxieties and
thy-remembrances, in all the risings and failings of thy spirit. -- Cardinal Newman.
*

*

*

*

*

*

*

05 -- HINTS TO FISHERMEN -- By C. E. Cornell
Wisdom In Small Doses
Trouble expands in the vacuum of a selfish soul, but shrivels in a
sympathetic heart.
Man shall yet establish passenger routes between all the ports in the seven
seas of space, and shall broadcast his whispers to other universes.
The best society is not where etiquette is most punctiliously observed, but
where the sweetest and wisest people meet.
If trouble comes to you, make a place for her in your house, but do not
introduce her to all your friends.
A horse has sense enough to reserve its shying for the broad pavement,
keeping its head on the narrow turnpike, but a nation loves peace until it arrives at a
dangerous point, when. it shies over the embankment into war.
No credit ever cancels a debit in conduct. Each stands until repented for.
Jesus opened men's eyes, but it is recorded that even He could not perform
the miracle of closing their mouths.

Could the man of a generation ago have seen one of our automobiles,
however cheap, he would have exclaimed with king Richard, slightly amended, "My
kingdom for a horseless [carriage]!"
All hell turns out to enjoy a war, and the devil leads the cheering.
More and more, the word "undergraduate" is being used instead of "student."
The change is in the interest of accuracy.
Perfect goodness is like the horizon. Though we should always be marching
toward it, we should never delude ourselves into the notion that we are actually
bumping into it.
When I consider war, my regret is not that we come from the beast, but that
we have come in the wrong direction.
Our greatest need today is a Christmas present suitable to a man with no bad
habits.
Many love letters should be stamped, "Rush! Contents perishable." -- John
Andrew Holmes.
*

*

*

More Persons Reading The Bible Than Ever Before
We are told that the Bible is being neglected, that men are turning away from
the Word of God. Then what becomes of all the Bibles printed? The American Bible
Society is only one of many agencies producing and distributing copies of the
Bible, yet this one agency reports that in 1925 it issued two and one-half million
more volumes of the Holy Scriptures than in 1924 and nearly a million and a half
more than in any previous year. Other Bible societies and many individual
publishers still rank the Bible as the "best seller" and report larger sales than ever
before. Is it possible that nobody uses the Bibles bought?
Is it said that only ignorant people in foreign lands now want copies of the
Scriptures? Well, it is a fact that the American Bible Society, which issues the Bible
and portions in more than 150 languages, used more Bibles in mission lands than
at home; yet its increase in the home field amounted to 738,855 more copies than in
1924. When one turns to the report from foreign fields he finds that the most
notable progress was made in lands which are said to be most opposed to the
Christian religion. For instance, China is in revolution and there has developed
organized opposition to Christianity; yet the China agency of the American Bible
Society used 4,075,853 volumes in 1925. Add to these figures the product of the
British and Scotch societies and it is found that over 11,000,000 volumes were
circulated in China alone. Russia also has been looked upon as a land of

opposition, yet government permission was recently given to print copies of the
Scriptures on government presses and the American society is now busy at this
task. So runs the tale. Who says the Bible is out of date?
*

*

*

The Bible The Greatest Book
The principles of the Bible are the ground work of human freedom. -- Horace
Greely.
All the distinctive features and superiority of our republican institutions are
derived from the teachings of scripture. -- Edward Everett.
Hold fast to your Bible as the sheet-anchor of your liberties. -- U. S. Grant.
"To the influence of this Book (the Bible) we are indebted for all the progress
made in true civilization, and to this we must look as our guide in the future."
The general diffusion of the Bible is the most effectual way to civilize and to
humanize mankind. -- Chancellor Kent.
The whole hope of human progress is suspended on the ever-growing
influence of the Bible. -- William H. Seward.
*

*

*

The Undiscovered Power Of Prayer
Wonders have been wrought by prayer. Language is lame to express the
mighty power of prayer. As one illustration: Moses got tremendously in earnest and
threw himself in the breach and saved the Israelitish nation from destruction. His
importunate prayer was heard. Multitudes of others have prayed and wrought
wonders. Dr. Charles L. Goodell has recently said, "Our scientists are telling us that
however great may be the undiscovered forces of nature, the undiscovered power
of prayer is even greater. They unite with our Christian poet in saying, 'More things
are wrought by prayer than this world dreams of,' and that 'the whole round earth is
every way bound by gold chains about the feet of God.' If these things are so, it is
evident that the most important thing in the life of the Church is that she should
give herself to prayer.
Nineteen hundred and twenty-nine may begin on the Mount for us if we can at
times and seasons withdraw from our activities and come apart to meet with God.
The year will open with a new vision if we give God time and wait for the unveiling
of His presence in our lives. But our vision is conditioned by our obedience to the
heavenly vision; let us therefore wait in "stillness of soul before Him."

*

*

*

Human Pastors
"What sort of a minister do you have?" one business man asked another as
the men met several years after college graduation, and they were exchanging
notes on their respective experiences since they had said good-by to each other.
"Well," replied the friend without enthusiasm, "he is a brilliant sermonizer,
and a good many of our people admire him, but if you want my honest answer, he
does not care for his people. His interest seems to be centered in his pulpit efforts,
and in making brilliant public addresses before the Rotary, Kiwanis, and other
organizations where 'he is in quite constant demand. But what I want, and I believe
that I express the feeling of most of our church folks, is a human pastor who has an
affectionate interest in human beings. We get hungry, my wife and I, for a pastor
who is a personal friend, genuinely interested in the family, and a man of feeling
and regard.
"That's the sort of a pastor I want, and I don't get him in the man who is at the
head of our church. He is the minister whom we called, but he is not the pastor
whom we would like to have call us and our children by our first names. And let me
tell you, the young people and the children don't love this man or his brilliant
sermons, because they have found out that he doesn't care for them. Can you
blame them if they don't want to attend church, and if they have lost their interest in
it? You can't warm the heart with a cold intellectual figure in the pulpit."
All of which ought to provide food for thought with any minister who is
asking himself why his galleries are empty and why people do not warm up in
friendly fashion when they see him turning the corner and coming toward them.
One of the greatest needs of the pulpit is now, and always will be, a man in it who
loves folks supremely, and thinks of their heart needs along with their mental
desires. The Master looked out on the multitudes and had compassion on them.
One of the very first essentials of a Christian life is the prominence given to
humanity. Very few ministers can be great orators or sermonizers. But every
minister ought to be a lover of his flock, and if he is, he can have more influence
over life than the man who walks into his pulpit on Sunday to create admiration for
a sermon which has taken him more time to prepare than he has given to the
human need of his people.
Be a human pastor, brother. Your people are hungry for that sort. -- Sheldon
In The Christian Herald.
*

*

*

What Science Says

Haven Emerson, former Health Commissioner of New York City, says
concerning Alcohol:
Alcohol is a depressant, habit-forming narcotic drug.
Alcohol is a protoplasmic poison.
Alcohol is drunk to get the drug effect and whenever it is so taken in
whatever amount it exerts to some degree its depressant and toxic effects.
Alcohol causes disease; psychoses, multiple neuritis, gastritis, cirrhosis of
the liver.
Alcohol causes deaths; from acute and chronic poisoning.
Alcohol reduces resistance to infection.
Alcohol diminishes likelihood of recovery from acute infections, such as
pneumonia.
Alcohol increases liability to accidents, and delays recovery.
Alcohol reduces endurances, accuracy and rapidity of muscular action of all
kinds, even when used in such small amounts as to show effects inappreciable
subjectively to the user.
Alcohol decreases expectation of life.
Alcohol reduces chance and survival of offspring.
Alcohol deteriorates emotional and nervous control, as expressed in
unreliable judgment and self control, and hence contributes to the incidence of
venereal diseases.
*

*

*

When Prohibition Is Abandoned
The facts are, Prohibition has proven itself to be such a general blessing from
every standpoint, as the days come and go, it will be more and more beneficial, and
a fixed principle in the minds of the people. The Eighteenth Amendment is here to
stay. The following is pertinent:
"Prohibition will be abandoned," The American Insurance Magazine says,
"when wives enjoy having husbands who spend their pay check in the saloon;

when children prefer a drunken, abusive father; when railways decide to employ
drinking men as engineers; when life insurance companies consider steady
drinkers as better risks than total abstainers; when banks and business
corporations advertise for clerks and bookkeepers who are habitual drinkers; when
athletes who train on beer and wine beat total abstainers; when superintendents
post the sign, 'Tipplers and Drinking Men Wanted,' at the gates of their factories;
when credit-men decide to class a 'rum hound' and 'boozer' as a better risk than a
total abstainer; when doctors tell their patients that a hard drinker has a better
chance to pull through a serious operation than a total abstainer; when great
automobile corporations are willing to assist in placing a saloon at every
crossroads, so their customers can get as tipsy as they please and smash up as
many cars as possible."
*

*

*

Salvation Only Through Christ (Luke 1:69; 2:30).
The only Door (John 10:9).
The only Savior (Acts 4:12).
His grace sufficient (Acts 15:11).
His blood avails (Rom. 5:9).
For the obedient (Heb. 5:9).
At His coming (Heb. 9:28).
*

*

*

*

*

*

*

06 -- ILLUSTRATIVE MATERIAL -- Compiled By J. Glenn Gould
Crucified With Christ
The following soliloquy is one of the most famous passages in the sermons
of Dr. Alexander Whyte, for years the well-known pastor of St. George's United Free
Church in Edinburgh:
"I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live." "This is a great mystery even
to myself," says Paul, "but I will tell you how it has been fulfilled in me. When the
law of God came home to me I saw that I was a dead man. I saw that the wages of
sin like mine was death. But just then it was that God in His grace to me revealed
His Son in me. Revealed Him in me a very mystery of godliness; revealed Him as
made sin, as crucified for sin, and thus as the Ransom and Redeemer of my soul.
Had I died for my own sin, which I was just about to do, I had died forever: I had
died the first and second death. But dying in and with Christ, I both died and yet
lived. One with Him in His death, I began again to live in His resurrection. I awoke
off and after the cross, and found myself a new creature: old things had passed
away, and all things had become new. I am still dead to some things -- dead and
never to see resurrection. I am dead to the law, and the law is dead to me. The law

still sometimes looks at me as if it knew me, and had something against me, and
was about to bring up something against me; but after a time it only looks at me
and passes by me. At such moments I tremble to my very heart; but at such
moments God again reveals His Son in me, and I am enabled to say, 'Why art thou
disquieted in me, O my soul? thou and I are crucified with Christ!'
"Nevertheless I live. I live, I say, yet I so live that it is not I that live, but rather
it is Christ that liveth in me. In some ways I am the same man I was before I was
crucified with Christ, and in some ways I am not. In some not unimportant ways I
am the same man, and in some more important ways I am not. My hands and my
feet are the same hands and feet I had before I was crucified with Christ; and yet
even they are not quite the same, for they' henceforth bear in them the marks of the
Lord Jesus. The outward man is much the same; but the inward man has had a
wonderful experience. I was a dead man. a mere corpse and carcass of a man, when
the Lord Jesus came to me, and breathed His own life into me, and said unto me,
Saul, Saul, receive thou the Holy Ghost! And I arose and stood upon my feet a living
man. I lived, yet not I, but at that moment Christ lived in me."
*

*

*

Youth's Capacity For Recovery
That is a great story of Napoleon at Marengo. When Kellermann came riding
in as the sun was setting defeat was everywhere, and Napoleon said, "How goes the
battle?" The marshal said, "It is lost, but there is time to win another," and swung
around with his cavalry and won it.
That is the glory of youth. Failure is a necessary part in every life that is
worth living. The discovery of one's own weakness is a necessary ingredient for
true strength. Youth's greatest asset is not in immunity from failure, but in the
capacity for recovery. The bitterest liability of later years is that for failure there is
little or very difficult recovery. Youth can yet snatch out of the dust of humiliation a
torch that will burn more steadily hereafter. -- F. W. Norwood.
*

*

*

The Guidance Of The Master Hand
The season was over. The big engine, separator, and water tank left for the
night in the lot behind the outbuildings made a spectacle so imposing as to draw to
their side every boy in the neighborhood. The next morning Jim went out to get up
steam to pull the separator into the shed. A fire was soon roaring, and he went back
into the house. An hour passed. He did not notice the excited schoolboys, still
discussing the machines.

"Here's where he pulls the whistle," said one. "I know I could start her and
guide her, too," said another. "You start her! You couldn't start a wagon down hill!"
"Couldn't I, though! Here's what he pulls. I've seen him do it many a time."
And with both hands the boy grasped the big lever and tugged until he got the
throttle open.
Jim was just finishing breakfast when suddenly there was a fearful noise.
Crack! Bang! Rip! He rushed to the lot. Before he had covered half the distance to it
he saw what had happened. That boys might pull the throttle had never occurred to
him; he had built the fire and left the engine with rising steam. When the boy had
opened the throttle the big engine had trembled as if uncertain what to do with its
free strength; then the wheels began to turn, and the machine, making a big half
circle, had struck the shed, tipped it half over, burst off the big door, and broken in
the side of the wall. There Jim found it.
Friends, there is a force in your lives that is strong beyond measuring. That
force, if put to the right use in the right way, will prove a blessing to you and to the
world. But what are the dread consequences of throwing the throttle wide open and
"letting her go"? Wreck and ruin, sorrow and death, will strew the path of the life
that is not under the hand of control. And the only safe hand on the lever is the
hand of the Master of lives, the Lord Jesus Christ. Will you submit to Him? -Youth's Companion.
*

*

*

The Uttermost Sinner
And thus it is that the very uttermost sinner in all this city this morning is to
be looked for in some of its congregations, rather than in any of its slums or in any
of its prisons. Those outcast creatures that fill our sunken places, our prisons, and
our penal settlements, may well have committed crimes that we have no temptation
to commit. But by no possibility can they be guilty of such sins, and such heinous
aggravations of sins, as some of us are guilty of. They never had the thousandth
part of our advantages and opportunities. And it is advantage and opportunity that
so aggravate sin, and so incriminate the soul. I should not wonder then that the
very uttermost sinner in all this city this morning is sitting in this house at this
moment, and is consenting to my words about him with his whole heart. It is quite
possible, and there are some good grounds for believing it, that there is some man
here on whom privilege upon privilege has been heaped, and opportunity upon
opportunity, and grace upon grace, and all conceivable kinds of blessing -- both
temporal and spiritual -- and yet he has sinned in the teeth of all that till he is the
very uttermost sinner in all this city. And till it may very well be that what is so
much mere hypothesis, and imagination, and indeed extravagance, to all other men
now listening to his case, is the most undeniable truth, and the most dreadful truth
to him. Ay -- and it may very well be that, under the hand of the Holy Ghost, he may

be seeing at this moment how near he now is to the last precipice of all, how near
he now is to that black line of reprobation beyond which there is nothing but the
bottomless pit. But he is still here. He has not yet crossed the black line. He has not
yet fallen headlong into that horrible pit. "Save from going down to the pit! For I
have found a ransom." -- Alex. Whyte.
*

*

*

A Momentous Conference
One of the most memorable and important interviews which ever took place
between two individuals in this world was held on a raft in the middle of the river
Nieman, at the little town of Tilsit, in Prussia. At one o'clock precisely, on the 25th
of June, 1807, boats put off from opposite sides of the stream and rowed rapidly
toward the raft. Out of each boat stepped a single individual, and the two met in a
small wooden apartment in the middle of the raft, while cannon thundered from
either shore, and the shouts of great armies drawn up on both banks drowned the
roar of artillery. The two persons were the Emperors Napoleon and Alexander, and
the history of the time tells us that they met "to arrange the destinies of mankind."
And the hastily constructed raft, on which the interview took place, will be
remembered as long as the story of great conquests and mighty revolutions can
interest the mind of man. The conference lasted but two hours; it was entirely
private between the two emperors, and yet it was fraught with momentous
consequences to millions. It was one of the great crises in human history when the
currents of power that govern the nations take new directions and break over the
bounds and barriers of ages.
Go back eighteen hundred years beyond the treaty of Tilsit, and we can find a
private conference between two individuals of far more momentous and lasting
importance than that between Napoleon and Alexander. This more ancient interview
was not watched with eager expectancy by great armies; it was not hailed by the
thunder of cannon and the shouts of applauding thousands; it was not arranged
beforehand by keen and watchful agents guarding the interest and safety to the two
who were to meet. It was in a private house at a late hour of the night, and it was
brought about by the mingled curiosity and anxiety of an old man to know
something more of a young teacher who had recently appeared in his native city.
And yet from that humble night conference of Jesus with Nicodemus there have
gone forth beams of light and words of power to the ends of the earth. The plans
formed by Napoleon and Alexander at Tilsit were reversed and defeated long ago,
and it is impossible to trace their influence in the condition of European nations
today. The words spoken by Jesus to His wondering and solitary listener that night
have already changed and glorified the destiny of immortal millions, and they have
more influence in the world now than in any previous age; and they are destined to
go on increasing in power until they shall be received as the message of life and
power by every nation under heaven. -- Daniel March.

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

07 -- COURTESY -- By Ed M. Ax
"Courtesy is the keynote to success," for the amount we invest in courtesy
we get best paid. Courtesy: "Politeness, originating in kindness and exercised
habitually wherever we are and daily," is the definition given by Swett and Marden.
There appeared an item in a New York paper stating that a wealthy woman, Mrs.
Jane Elizabeth Granice, left in her will to an employee of one of New York's trust
companies, of which she was a patron, a hundred thousand dollars, to mark her
appreciation of his devotion to her interests and comforts, as well as his unfailing
courtesy, honor and promptness."
The New York papers also gave an account of the death of a man who was
asphyxiated while alone in his rooms in a large apartment house. At the inquest
which followed a woman who lived on the same floor with this man said she had
heard him groaning, but that he had always been so very rude to women, she did
not make any effort to see what the trouble was. People go blundering through life,
flinging out rudeness and discourtesy and snobbishness wherever they go, little
realizing how many people they antagonize; how they needlessly prejudice others
against themselves.
As to the value of courtesy as a business asset, the opinion of a man who
has profited so much by it as did the legatee referred to above is worth having. In
giving an interviewer what he considered the best rules for success in business
this man said, "I should say affability and courtesy come first. Never let those about
you feel that it is a condescension for you to serve them. Let them think it is a favor.
One should make an effort to be courteous, for, watch it, you will find that your
opinion of yourself and those about you will be better for what you have done to be
agreeable. It is amazing how easy it is to keep the habit of being courteous once
you have acquired it. It's a little form of unselfishness that soon becomes second
nature if you give it a chance."
The gracious "Thank you," so often neglected, the pleasant smile, the
suppression of rude, hasty words that are sure to give pain, the maintenance of
self-control, and an agreeable expression even under the most trying conditions,
the attention to others which we would wish accorded to ourselves -- how easily life
can be enriched and uplifted, made cheerful and happy, by the observance of these
simple things! And how they help us to get on in life!
Some young people think that because they have business ability and book
learning they will have only to knock on the door of opportunity to make it fly open
before them. They reckon without the asset of courtesy. They forget that "the art of
pleasing is the art of rising in the world." They do not realize that a fine manner is a
passport to popularity, and that it opens the way to advancement. Thousands of
them seal the fate of a good start by making a bad impression upon the employer to

whom they apply for a position. They are ambitious and eager to get on in the world
but make advancement impossible by locking the doors of opportunity ahead of
them.
On every hand we see people with good ability working themselves half to
death, denying themselves the comforts of life, struggling, striving, and pushing to
get on in the world, and yet they make very little progress because of their bad
manners. They antagonize people and make enemies wherever they go. We find
many of these unfortunate people in intelligence offices, trying under tremendous
handicaps to get positions.
Employers can read their faults in their faces, in every word they speak, in
every move they make, and they will not hire them.
"Can you write a good hand?" asked a merchant of a boy who had applied to
him for a position.
"Yaas," was the answer.
"Are you good at figures?"
"Yaas."
"That will do, I do not want you," said the employer, curtly.
"Why don't you give the lad a chance?" remonstrated a friend, when the
applicant for the position had left the store, "I know him to be an honest,
industrious boy."
"Because," replied the merchant, decisively, "he hasn't learned to say 'Yes,
sir' and 'No, sir.' If he answers me as he did when applying for a situation, how will
he answer customers after being here a month?"
There are thousands of young men and women in the country today who, like
this youth, are handicapping their efficiency and ruining their chance of success by
their rude manners.
Thousands of professional men, without any marked ability, have succeeded
in making fortunes by means of a courteous manner. Many a physician owes his
reputation and success to the recommendations of his friends and patients who
remember his kindness, gentleness, consideration, and, above all, his politeness.
This has been the experience of hundreds of successful lawyers, clergymen,
merchants, tradesmen and men of every walk in life.

"Out of the experience of fifty-six years in the banking business," said a
noted banker, "it has been borne in upon me almost daily that courtesy is one of the
prime factors in the building up of every career."
There is no other single expression in the English language which does so
much either in business, in the home or in public intercourse to oil life's machinery
as "I thank you." There is no day in our lives unless we are absolutely alone when
we cannot use it to great advantage many times. "I thank you," has made a way for
many a poor boy or girl where better ability has failed to get on.
Self-interest, if no higher or nobler motive, should urge people to pay more
attention to the seeming trivialities of every day, the opportunities to say a kind
word here and there, to do a little deed of kindness, to shed a ray of sunshine upon
the path of some toiler by a word, or even a look, of sympathy. A simple "Thank
you," a graceful recognition of any services; a soothing, "I beg your pardon," for
any unintentional annoyance or inconvenience caused others; undivided attention
to those who converse with us, putting ourselves in the background and taking an
interest in their affairs; patience to hear others speak without interrupting; kindly
consideration of the feelings of others; deference to the old; respect to all -- these
are some of the simple things which constitute what we comprehensively call
"good manners." There is none so poor, none so ignorant, none so old or feeble
that he cannot put them in practice.
Someone says that politeness is the art of expressing what you ought to feel;
that it is the lubricant which enables people to mingle without knocking the corners
from each other. There is no doubt that no matter how ignorant one may be of the
conventional forms of polite society, if he has that true heart courtesy, which Dr.
Frank Crane calls "love's habit," his manners cannot be boorish or offensive. The
practicing of the Golden Rule is the first and greatest command of all true
politeness.
*

*

*

*

*

*

*

08 -- EXPERIENCE AND OBSERVATIONS -- By W. G. Schurman
A man gave his testimony in meeting tonight stating that at 7:15 he felt too
sick to come to church and had about made up his mind to stay at home as the
thought came to him that he should take care of his body. This fellow is a convert of
only three or four weeks and my heart was made glad to hear him say that he
believed it was the devil talking to him, and immediately my mind ran back to my
early experience when I first got sanctified. At our holiness meetings we would
frequently hear the people say "The devil told me." I did not quite understand what
they meant until after I got the blessing. Then I knew what the expression in the
Scripture, "the accuser of the brethren," meant.

I would not be surprised if some of our good readers may have gone through
the same temptation. We were conducting revival meetings in Nashua, N. H., doing
our best to plant a little holiness church in that city. An evangelist and his wife were
doing the preaching and we secured an old Free Baptist church on Main Street,
where we conducted three services every Sunday and every week night except
Saturday. Things did not move as we had hoped. Satan really got me to think that
the whole trouble was with me. He so far succeeded that I urged my wife to attend
one Sunday afternoon, while I stayed at home and took care of our two children,
and I remember of going to prayer and telling the Lord how I wanted to see a revival
of religion in that town, and while I did not know of anything wrong in my life, the
question came continually before me that it was because of my presence that the
Lord could not work. It looks so silly and ridiculous to me now that I almost refrain
from writing it, and yet it was as real in that hour as anything could possibly be.
While I was praying the youngest child got hold of some matches and sucked
the brimstone off them, and of course, had swallowed enough to make her show
symptoms of poisoning. I remember of hurriedly getting a bottle of ipecac and
giving some of it to her to make her vomit, and then the thought came to me, "I have
stayed at home from the service this afternoon in the effort to help God do what I
believe He is able to do, and this is the result. What a fool I have been, as if God
could not work in spite of me. Am I so important that I can tie the hands of God in a
meeting?" I saw immediately that the devil had tricked me. My girl recovered, and I
have never stayed away from a meeting from that day to this when I could possibly
be present, but that lesson taught me one of Satan's very wise tricks. Shortly after
that I read a sermon on the wiles of Satan, and while I do not profess to be wiser
than he, yet I am sure that he cannot play those old tricks on me as he did in my
early days.
I was standing in front of my machine in the shoe factory, one day when the
suggestion came to me that I should go down to the office and put in my
resignation, telling the concern for whom I was working that I was through and was
going to preach. It seemed so real to me that I thought it was the voice of God. I
hesitated as I did not want to do some fool thing. I had seen other people who said
they were called to preach go out and fail, and I did not want to be a failure and yet I
remember that while I kept on with my work I looked up and said, "O God l if I knew
that was your voice, how quickly I would obey," and the suggestion came to me just
as plainly, "You are so far away from the Lord that you do not recognize His voice
when He talks to you." About ready to cry I again said, "O God, is this you talking to
me? If so, make it clear," and the voice seemed to say, "I am the Holy Ghost talking
to you, but you are so far away from the Lord that you do not know His voice. If you
were one of His sheep, you would recognize me quickly." Immediately came to my
mind a quotation from the Scripture, "When he is come, he will not speak of
himself," and I remember stopping my work and saying, "Old Satan, I've got you.
Here you are trying to palm yourself off as God trying to talk to me. I refuse to do
your bidding. The Lord knows that if He will open a door I will enter, but I am not
going to go out and try to force any door." I look back on it after these years, and I

am old enough now to have seen other poor fellows make shipwreck on that same
rock.
Had I have gone out then with no door to enter, the first difficulty I would
have had would have been finances. My family would not be provided for, and then I
would become discouraged, and I recall saying, "Lord, Thou knowest that when the
door is opened I will enter, but I am not going out to make a fool of myself and
disgrace the cause of Jesus Christ."
Not two weeks afterwards -- I think in less than a week, to be accurate -- I
received a letter from the secretary of the Lynn church, to which I referred in my
article written last month, and I went out from the shoe factory, bidding it good-bye
forever, entered the open door and God has kept me busy ever since. I have learned
since that this is one of Satan's favorite tricks.
Mr. George Mueller had this same difficulty. Satan urged him to step out and
build his orphanage before he had any money in sight, telling him like he told me
that "Abraham went out not knowing whither he went," and it was my lack of faith
that kept me from making my declaration publicly, but George Mueller said that he
refused to be hoodwinked by Satan, and told God that he wanted some token of His
approval, and after waiting, I think he said eleven months, he received his first
check for one thousand pounds -- in other words, George Mueller put out a fleece
and told the Lord that when He saw a disposition on the part of the people to help
him build the orphanage he would go on and not before. He must know the will of
God. Eleven months must have been a long time for him to wait but history shows
that he made no mistake in refusing to take a step until he knew God was in the
proposition.
I preached nearly every Sunday for several years before I entered the active
ministry, and do not ever remember of preaching a sermon in the place where I
went from Sunday to Sunday without having some good old brother immediately
come to me and tell me that I preached a good gospel but omitted some important
truth. Among this number was a brother in Manchester, N. H., who surprised me
one day by coming into the factory about 4:00 o'clock in the afternoon. He said he
had just stepped off the Manchester train at the Nashua depot, where our shoe
factory was located, and in which I was working. He said he had left his horses
standing in the field with the plow attached. He told me that God had spoken to him
in unmistakable terms and sent him to tell me that I should be baptized by
immersion. I reasoned with the man and said, "Why, my dear brother, how am I to
know that the Lord sent you?" He was quick in his answer, referring me to the 10th
chapter of Acts, where God had come to Peter and given him a message for
Cornelius. I remember saying to him, "Why, my dear brother, when God sent Peter
to Cornelius He told Cornelius that Peter was coming, and God hasn't said a word
to me about sending anyone with a message." He seemed a little non-plussed, and
said, "Well, anyway, God sent me; He told me," he said, "to leave my horses
standing in the field and catch the train, the whistle of the engine was blowing as it

came around the curve and was to stop at the depot, and I obeyed the Lord and left
my horses and boarded the train to come down here and deliver the message.
Now," he said, "it is up to you; my responsibility ends." I said, "My dear brother, do
I not preach the gospel when I go to Manchester?" He said, "Yes, but there is one
important truth that you omit, and that is baptism by immersion." I said, "Did the
Lord really talk to you and tell you that I ought to be immersed?" And he said, "Yes,
indeed, and I want you to believe me when I tell you that that is just exactly what the
Lord said." I said, "My brother, herein is a marvelous thing that God should tell you
that I should be immersed, and I have been immersed already."
Well sir, he nearly fell off his feet. He said, "What, you have been immersed?"
I said, "Yes, sir, I have been immersed." He turned and left the factory, but
believe me, he was very careful about telling me what the Lord had revealed to him
after that incident.
They were a good people in that Mission church in New Hampshire -- none
better ever lived, but they had imbibed a lot of peculiar doctrines to which I could
not subscribe. They were very strong on healing; had no use for physicians, and
had more to say about the Lord's curing their aches and pains than they had about
His killing the "old man." One morning in the early fall of the year they had a
Sunday morning prayermeeting. I always went to Manchester Saturday night and, of
course, went to the prayer service. The janitor had built a fire in the stove in a small
room apart from the mission building in which we could kneel and pray. He forgot
to open the windows in let in some fresh air, as janitors sometimes do. All at once
one good brother collapsed; he fell over on the floor, his eyes rolled and then
closed, and his false teeth fell out on the floor. One brother stood over him and
commanded the devil, in the name of Jesus, to come out of him. I ran and opened a
couple of windows so as to let in some air, and told the good man who was praying
that the only "devil" to blame was the janitor and to get a cup of water and pour it
on his face, but he steadfastly declared that it was the work of Satan. I ran into the
basement of the church, secured some water, and rubbed his face and hands and
he came to. Will some of the brethren be grieved with me and think that I am
skeptical when I say that I have seen a good deal of that same spirit since where the
devil has been blamed for some things that could be traced to some human
weakness and frailty. I verily believe that the devil is guilty of many things, and
probably is not blamed for much of which he is guilty, but I never could see why we
should have to divorce good sense and religion simply because we are followers of
the Lord Jesus or believe in the supernatural.
You can see from these things that I have written where I got some of my
theological training. I tell you, my dear brethren, after being a pastor for a quarter of
a century, I am satisfied that the greatest evidence of being in touch with God is not
the spectacular happenings some seem to covet, but the spirit we are able to
manifest under trying conditions. I am not at all a devotee of Ella Wheeler Wilcox. I
think many folks who may not be strictly orthodox in their teaching can,

nevertheless, write some very beautiful truths. The following is a quotation from the
above mentioned author:
"It's easy enough to be pleasant
When life flows by like a song,
But the man worthwhile
Is the man who can smile
When everything goes dead wrong.
For the test of the heart is trouble,
And it always comes with the years,
And the smile that's worth
All the praises of earth
Is the smile that shines through tears."
To love God with all our heart; to love our neighbor; to refuse to stoop to the
small things of which the sons of men are guilty, is, to my mind, the best evidence
of a Christian character.
Perhaps it would be interesting to the preachers if I should relate my first
experience with a brother preacher who impugned my motives and accused me of
evil when my intentions were good. I had become pastor of the First church at Lynn,
Mass. A Mr. S____ had been called to become pastor of the little congregation of
good folks in Manchester, N. H. The work was not without its problems in that New
Hampshire city, and in a communication from our brother he informed me that his
crowds were not keeping up. While sitting in my study late one Saturday night, or
early one Sunday morning, I was led to meditate on the goodness of God. My
congregation had increased, a number had been added to the membership, I was
preaching to a full house every Sunday night, and the thought came to me that it
might do our brother good to come and preach to a large congregation and would
help him over his period of depression, and give him new courage to take hold of
his work; so I suggested an exchange of pulpits. To this he gladly agreed, and I
made arrangements to have him preach at both services Sunday while I went to
Manchester to preach in the mission. I was glad to see my old friends who listened
to me so attentively and treated me so courteously while I was still working in the
factory and preaching to them on the Sabbath, and the little mission was
comfortably well filled. We really had a very fine day, with some seekers at the altar.
He had asked me if I could stay over and preach Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday,
Thursday and Friday nights of the following week, and to this I had agreed. So I was
in Manchester Monday morning, and he arrived about 11:00 o'clock. I went to the
depot to meet him, and we made the plans for that night's service. About 2:00
o'clock in the afternoon I was walking on the street when I met the brother again. I
told him I was going down to the 5 cents and 10 cents store to get some picture
cards, and asked him if he would come along with me, when he surprised me by
saying that he did not want to have anything to do with hypocrites. Perplexed and
shocked, I asked him what he meant. And he said that the meetings were canceled,
and that all he had to say was that he did not want anything to do with hypocrites.

You can imagine my dilemma -- I went back to the house where I was stopping, after
procuring the cards, went to my room and packed my grip, came down and told the
folks I was going home on the 4:00 o'clock train. They asked me the occasion of my
hurried exit, and I told them I could not explain it myself, only that the pastor had
said that the meetings were canceled, and he did not want to have anything to do
with hypocrites.
I learned that he had asked about the meetings when he arrived home and
found out that some people who had not been coming for weeks were all present on
Sunday to hear me, and he had gone to them and upbraided them for disloyalty to
him and had accused me of scheming to get his place. I want the reader to see the
situation now, clearly -- I was pastor of a church paying me a good salary, we had
built a parsonage, we were happy in our new work, and stayed there four years after
this incident; had no more intention or desire of going to Manchester than I have
now of going to China -- in fact, not near as much, but in some strange way he had
gotten the idea that I was trying to oust him from his pulpit and take his place. How
he could ever get himself to think that I cannot understand to this day, for I am sure
that they were not paying him over $10.00 a week, and I doubt if they were giving
him that much. I never tried to explain or deny, or even attempt to make him see
things differently. I am sure before he passed away he saw his error, though he
never made it known to me. I do know, however, that he told some of his members
that he must have been wrong in his accusation for he could not see how a man in
his right mind would want to pastor such a crowd as they were.
This leads me to say that I doubt if a preacher ever ought to try to prove his
innocence except in very extreme cases. I think we fly too quickly into print, and
make too many efforts to explain to the satisfaction of the people that we are not
guilty. That was my first experience; I have gotten used to it after thirty years in the
ministry. I have been accused of every sin in the decalogue and have been told to
my face that it could be proven on me. One good Nazarene woman told me that I
had lied, and she could prove it. I never tried to make her -- I was afraid she would
prove it, for when church people start out to do such a thing they will bend heaven
and earth to succeed. I am reminded of the story of the politician whom they had
covered with mud with their political mud slinging, and had capped the climax by
calling him a hog. He immediately sued the guilty party for defamation of character,
and in relating the incident afterward said, "Gentlemen, I made the mistake of my
life. They went into my past and dug up everything that my father, grandfather and
great-grandfather had ever done; painted it to their own satisfaction, and before
they were through really proved that I was a hog." I have always remembered this. I
have watched the lives of politicians. When assailed they have very little to say. The
present mayor of our city has been accused of things that would blacken the
character of a criminal; but he quietly dropped out of public life, kept his name from
appearing in the newspapers, and I now hear that he is making an attempt for
reelection for another term. Can we not, as preachers, learn something from
politicians? I suppose no President has been assailed more than that great
Christian statesman, Theodore Roosevelt. Some, I believe, will recall having read in

the papers that he was seen walking down the streets of Washington, D. C.,
staggering drunk. He paid no attention to it until compelled by such adverse
criticism that he brought the culprit before the courts, and after investigation
proved that the man who made the statement was wrong. The man confessed
himself that he could not prove it, but he had copied it from an article written by
someone else or spoken from the public platform. Mr. Roosevelt won his case and
the guilty party was fined two cents, I think. Mr. Roosevelt saying that he did not
want to injure the man but simply wanted to clear his good name out from the filth
and dirt which they had piled upon it.
I mention this because of the serious mistakes I have seen made by some
dear brethren who, because the tongues of gossip had begun to wag against them,
have called board meetings, had church trials and disrupted the peace of their
church, when if they had kept quiet it would have blown over and no one would
have been hurt. The scripture says, "He that saveth his life shall lose it, he that
loseth his life for my sake and the gospel's, the same shall find it." I sincerely
believe tonight that if our reputation is left in the hands of God, He will see us
through. Let us be careful about dividing a church to save ourselves, for who can
harm us if we be followers of that which is good?
One good pastor told me that he could not serve a church where the board
was not solidly for him; that if he knew that a man on his board was against him he
just could not help seeing him in the service and he was tempted, and sometimes
fell into the temptation of speaking along lines that would have reference to the man
who was opposed to him. Who of us has not seen a church get a setback for years
because the pastor tried to oust someone from the board who could not agree with
him. I never had any serious trouble with any church 'board, though I have had men
on my board who were not my staunch friends, and incidentally, a man might have
a good deal of religion and still not believe in the policy and plans of an equally
good pastor. That does not mean that we must get rid of him. Our job is to win him;
if we cannot do that do the best we can, but by all means keep him on the board if at
all possible. If he is wrong, he will work himself out, and if he is right, it will do you
good, pastor, to work with him and show an excellent spirit toward him. I remember
one man who was considerably opposed to me as a pastor, And while speaking on
this I want to say, before God, I have never in any way, made any effort to put this or
that man on the church board or to eliminate this or that man from the board. The
churches I have served have always been free to elect their stewards and trustees
as they saw fit. This man was not strong for me and I made it a subject of prayer. He
was a good man; he loved God; he had the blessing, but for some reason did not
care much for my ministry. Perhaps that was an indication of brightness on his part,
but one night while preaching his daughter came forward for prayer, prayed
'through and went out in the congregation and got her brother-in-law to come
forward for prayer and he found the Lord. The girl then wanted Christian baptism.
The father was an immersionist. I was invited to the home to baptize this young
lady, and she in turn got some of her other sisters interested in baptism, who,
though they were serving the Lord, had never been baptized. This man was not very

enthusiastic over the service and I prayed God if He ever blessed a service of
baptism, to bless that occasion. As we performed the rite, the Spirit of the Lord
came on the people, and such a tender, melting spirit pervaded the room that
everyone was weeping, the preacher included.
From that day to this he has been my staunchest friend and if I went in.to his
home today he would ask me to pray, and we could kneel together and have holy
communion because of united hearts. God does move in mysterious ways His
wonders to perform.
Had I tried to remove him from the board I would have lost the whole family.
Submitting to some little opposition from him, we succeeded in winning the whole
family and retaining them as honored members of the Church of the Nazarene to
this day.
I recently read in a religious paper of a Baptist pastor in Washington, D. C.,
who said that if he had to choose between having an assistant pastor or five
hundred subscriptions to his church paper, he would unhesitatingly choose the
latter. He felt that five hundred such readers (as distinguished from members who
get their interpretations of religion and the church only from the newspapers and
popular journals) would mean five hundred men and women of genuine
understanding of the service of the Church to mankind, of enriched spiritual insight,
of world vision and of deep commitment to the purposes of Christ. That statement
made me think-if the denominational paper in the hands of five hundred people
could do the service of an assistant pastor in his church, why would it not work the
same result in my church, if I could get our folks to read the Herald of Holiness. I
can readily see why this would be so. For me to preach a missionary sermon to
people who do not read our paper would be to try and kindle a fire with green wood,
whereas if they could read the plea of our General Superintendents in the October
8th issue, asking the pastors to lay on the people the necessity of a special offering
November 23rd for foreign missions, then when I come along with my missionary
message, the fire has already been burning in their hearts, kindled by the reading of
the article by the General Superintendents, and the fearful deficit of $45,000, which
the Church of the Nazarene could easily eliminate if every pastor would do his duty,
and every member be properly informed.
If the pastor will take the Herald of Holiness into the pulpit about every three
months and draw the attention of the people to the good articles on its pages,
arouse their curiosity, get subscriptions, get his people informed as to what the
Work of the Church of the Nazarene is, it will make his burdens lighter, and
materially assist him in raising his budget. What the Church of the Nazarene ought
to do is to aim at the fifty-fifty proposition. Fifty per cent of every dollar given by the
church to go to the District and General Budget is not an impossible task.
In the editorial columns of the Federal Council Bulletin the editor says that a
statement was made the other day that the churches were on a toboggan slide. He

denies it and goes on to show that there are 44,380,000 adult members of 'thirteen
years of age or over in the United States. Of this adult church membership a little
over 61 per cent is Protestant, 30 per cent Roman Catholic, 6.5 per cent Jewish.
Other bodies, including Mormons and Eastern Orthodox, total nearly 2 per cent.
During the last twenty years (from 1906 to 1926) the membership of the churches
has increased at almost exactly the same rate as the population. He goes on to say
,that there are almost as many churches in the United States (232,000) maintained
by voluntary gifts as there are public school buildings (256,000) maintained by
public taxation. There are 21,000,000 pupils enrolled in Sunday schools -- only
3,700,000 fewer than all the pupils in all the elementary and secondary public
schools. He further says that we are not of those who measure everything by a
statistical yardstick and identify bigness with greatness; we are far more interested
in the spiritual quality of the church than in its size. Yet figures do tell us
something. They at least suggest .that it will be time enough to talk about the
decline of organized religion when somebody finds some other voluntary
movement that can enlist and maintain more than one-half of the people in its
membership. The truth is that the growth of the Church in America, entirely without
official support and depending wholly on the free response of the individual, has
been and continues to be one of the most impressive facts in our national history.
How good that makes a fellow feel. How much better than the calamity howler
who from the pulpit declares that everything is going to the "bow-wows." We are
saved by faith; we are sanctified by faith; we are kept by faith, and to feed our folks
on positive truths will fatten them much more quickly than stuffing them with
meaningless negations.
"Jesus shall reign where'er the sun
Doth his successive journeys run,
His kingdom spread from shore to shore,
Till moons shall wax and wane no more."
*
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